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      July 16, 2020

The Honorable Mike Thompson 
U.S. House of Representatives  
406 Cannon House Office Building  
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable Peter Welch 
U.S. House of Representatives  
2187 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable David Schweikert 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1526 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable Bill Johnson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2336 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

The Honorable Doris Matsui 
U.S. House of Representatives  
2311 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear House Members of the Congressional Telehealth Caucus:  
 
The College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME) is pleased to 
support the bipartisan Protecting Access to Post-COVID-19 Telehealth Act. 
 
CHIME is an executive organization dedicated to serving more than 3,200 chief information 
officers (CIOs), chief medical information officers (CMIOs), chief nursing information 
officers (CNIOs) and other senior healthcare IT leaders. CHIME provides a highly 
interactive, trusted environment enabling senior professional and industry leaders to 
collaborate, exchange best practices, address professional development needs, and 
advocate for the effective use of information management to improve the health and 
healthcare in the communities they serve. Our mission is, “To advance and serve 
healthcare leaders and the industry improving health and care globally through the 
utilization of knowledge and technology.” 
 
Since the outbreak of COVID-19 began, we have heard from our members about the 
struggles and successes those on the front lines have experienced in fighting the 
pandemic. A common refrain from those members is that telehealth and the ability for 
patients to access care at a distance are critical to fighting this disease. This important 
legislation would extend the current telehealth flexibilities for 90 days after the end of the 
public health emergency to ensure that health care organizations and patients can continue 
to experience these benefits. Importantly, the bill would also make two flexibilities CHIME 
has advocated for permanent, including: allowing Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) and 
Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) to furnish telehealth services and removing 
geographic and originating site requirements so that patients can access care at home and 
at other locations. The bill also makes the disaster waiver authority permanent to expand 



2 | P a g e  
 

telehealth during future emergencies and requires a study on the use of telehealth during 
COVID-19 to inform future policy decisions.  
 
While our members support additional flexibilities being made permanent, this bill is a good 
first step and ensures current flexibilities are not abruptly curtailed. Doing so would 
undermine efforts to fight the spread of the disease, put unneeded strain on our already 
stretched medical professionals and pose unnecessary threats to patient safety.  
 
We appreciate your leadership on this issue and look forward to working with you to pass this 
important legislation. Should you have any questions about our position or if more information is 
needed, please contact Cassie Leonard, Director of Congressional Affairs, at 
cleonard@chimecentral.org.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Russell P. Branzell, CHCIO, LCHIME 
President and CEO 
CHIME 
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