
March 11, 2021 
 

The Honorable Patty Murray 
U.S. Senate 
Chair 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Frank Pallone 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Richard Burr 
U.S. Senate 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chair Murray, Ranking Member Burr, Chairman Pallone and Ranking Member 
McMorris Rodgers, 

On behalf of our more than 5,000 members who work in hospitals and other healthcare 

provider settings across the country and are charged with the purchase and deployment of 

technology integral for patient care, we write today to request that you consider including 

funding to strengthen the nation’s healthcare infrastructure in your upcoming infrastructure 

package. 
 

The College of Healthcare Information Management Executives (CHIME) is an executive 

organization comprised of chief information officers (CIOs), chief medical information 

officers (CMIOs), chief nursing information officers (CNIOs), and other senior healthcare 

information technology (IT) leaders. Our members have been actively involved with 

frontline efforts to ensure patients have a safe healthcare experience while simultaneously 

combatting the spread of COVID-19. They are also at the forefront implementing the 

technology needed to support clinical care and data sharing, including electronic health 

records (EHRs), standing up systems to deliver healthcare remotely through telehealth and 

remote patient monitoring, overseeing vaccine registrations and data reporting, 

implementing clinical decision support, machine learning and connecting patients to their 

records through third-party applications. 
 

Given our members’ expertise and command of what is needed to successfully deliver 21 st 

century medicine, CHIME recommends that the Senate Committee on Health, 

Education, Labor & Pensions and the House Committee on Energy and Commerce 

consider significant investments in the following areas to strengthen the nation’s 

healthcare infrastructure and all-hazards preparedness, including: 
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• Hospital Infrastructure: Funding to support the construction and modernization of 

hospitals including cybersecurity as further detailed below. Last Congress, CHIME 

helped secure language that would prioritize awards for projects that improve a 

health system’s cybersecurity infrastructure. We request this language be retained. 

Cybersecurity:  Many hospitals are under-resourced, and some do not even have a 

single, full-time employee devoted to the oversight of cybersecurity even as threats 

have escalated year after year. With the health sector only as strong as its weakest 

link, it is imperative that Congress prioritize assisting smaller and lesser resourced 

providers in fending off growing and sophisticated attacks aimed at stealing 

intellectual property, extorting ransoms, threatening patients by targeting medical 

devices and hindering their ability to deliver care overall. 

Health IT:  While the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical 

• 

• 

Health (HITECH) Act made significant investments in certain areas of our sector, 

more robust funding is needed to improve interoperability across the entire care 

continuum. It’s imperative that care handoffs of Medicare beneficiaries from 

hospitals to other care settings are seamless. This will support more efficient and 

safer care. 

Broadband: A significant barrier hindering the adoption of telehealth and rem ote 

patient monitoring (RPM) by patients and providers alike is broadband access. 

Funding to increase access to affordable high-speed broadband internet access will 

help bridge the digital divide and reduce disparities, while also supporting the 

significant telehealth investments made by providers during the pandemic. 

Public Health Infrastructure: Sustained investments in the  Centers for Disease 

• 

• 

C o n t r o l  &  P r e v e n t i o n ’ s  D a t a  M o d e r n i z a t i o n  I n i t i a t i v e  are needed to 
strengthen the nation’s public health data systems which are antiquated, rely on obsolete 

information sharing methods and are in dire need of security upgrades. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. Please contact Cassie Leonard, Director 

of Congressional Affairs at CHIME, at  cleonard@chimecentral.org with any questions you 

may have. 

Sincerely, 

Russell P. Branzell, CHCIO, LCHIME 
President and CEO 
CHIME 
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