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Agenda
• CHIME 21: Fall Forum
• Register Here: https://chimecentral.org/events/chime21-fall/
• Congressional Update
• Nominations
• Cures 2.0 Draft
• Section 510 (UPI Ban)
• Infrastructure
• Federal Update
• Continued Cyber Threats
• CY22 Physician Fee Schedule Released
• TEFCA Timeline Announced by ONC
• Executive Order on Competition
• CHIME CY22 IPPS Comments

The CHIME21 Fall Forum is scheduled for Oct. 27-30 in sunny San Diego! Our
current plans are to host an in-person forum bursting with all the CHIME
people, programs and entertainment you crave! This will be an
energetic, FUN gathering to celebrate getting back together with a focus
on networking and collaborations. We will also be hosting a virtual program
component for those who may be unable to – or choose not to – travel at that
time. There will be something for everyone!
Register now!
Scholarship Opportunities

Congressional Update

Workers remove the fence surrounding the Capitol
building, six months after it was erected, following
Jan. 6. Photo taken by Jose Luis Magana/AP

Nomination Updates
• June 24: Miriam E. Delphin-Rittmon, Ph.D.,
was confirmed as the assistant secretary for
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA).
• July 12: Jen Easterly, a former NSA official,
was confirmed as the Director of the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security
Agency (CISA)

Cures 2.0 Discussion Draft
• Introduced by Reps. Diana DeGette (D-CO) and Fred Upton (R-MI)
last month
• Very little on health IT
• Includes provisions related to clinical trials, further work on the
pandemic, telehealth, treatment of new products and more.
• It also includes language to authorize the creation of the Advanced
Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H) within the NIH.
• Telehealth: removes geographic and originating site restrictions
from the Medicare telehealth benefit and would allow HHS to
expand the types of healthcare providers may offer via telehealth
services for Medicare reimbursement.

•
•
•

Discussion Draft
Section-bySection
Press Release

Section 510—ban on a Unique Patient Identifier

• As of right now, Section 510 is NOT included in the House
Labor-HHS bill—big win!
• Full Committee marking up this bill this morning; then
onto House floor for a vote

Infrastructure: Two Track Approach
1. Bipartisan infrastructure framework—hoping to finalize by
the end of this week. Goal is to hold vote in the Senate next
week.
• $1.2 trillion framework including $579 billion in new
spending towards traditional infrastructure like roads,
bridges, rail, water and broadband, as well as a series of
proposed financing sources to offset some of the cost.
• President Biden emphasized that he will only sign it into
law in tandem with a reconciliation package that contains
his priorities in the American Jobs Plan and the American
Families Plan.

Infrastructure continued...
2. $3.5 trillion FY22 Budget Resolution—details are starting to come
out on this; no text yet
•

Expected to include:
•
•
•
•

•
•

health policy items related to drug pricing negotiation, Medicare
and Medicaid expansion, as well as funding for home and communitybased services
energy items such as tax incentives for alternatives and electric vehicles
a series of tax reforms aimed at offsetting some of the costs
funding for domestic manufacturing, supply chains, and research &
development
American Families Plan priorities on childcare, education, paid leave, and
nutrition assistance
immigration and labor reforms

Federal Update

Timeline of Key 2021 Dates*
Patients Access and
Provider Directory API
Effective Date
Jan. 1, 2021

Patients Access and
HIPAA
Info. Blocking Comments Provider Directory API
Compliance
Enforcement Date
Due
April 5

March 27
42 CFR Part 2
Alignment Due

May 6

July 1

May 1
Sept. 13
June 28
CMS Admission, IPPS Comments PFS Comments
Due
Discharge, Transfer
Due
Deadline

* Dates may shift as agencies respond to COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

Payer-to-Payer
Exchange Deadline
Jan. 1, 2022

Jan. 1, 2022
EPCS Deadline

Olivia Rodrigo Visits White House to Promote
Young Person Vaccination Parents ask your kids.
Brings message to teens that it’d be Good 4 U to get vaccinated because it is Brutal
Out Here and we don’t want COVID Deja Vu.

CISA-FBI Issue Joint Alert on Kaseya VSA
CISA and the FBI issued an alert in response to
the recent supply-chain attack leveraged against
the Kaseya VSA software.
CISA and the FBI urges everyone who utilizes
Kaseya VSA to download the detection tool to
determine if they are impacted and take the
outlined mitigation steps.

Kaseya has since issued a follow-up notice for
customers to review and follow.

Microsoft PrintNightmare Vulnerability
Microsoft also issued an out-of-band patch for a
Windows Print Spooler Remote Code Execution
Vulnerability dubbed “PrintNightmare.”
CISA has been following this issue since June 30 and
continues to update their Cyber Awareness System
entry on this vulnerability as new information
becomes available.

All users of Windows 7 and 10 devices, should
immediately run Windows Update if they have not
already to patch this vulnerability.

CMS Releases CY22 PFS Proposed Rule
Comments on the proposed rule are due by 5:00
p.m. ET on September 13 2021
CMS released a Fact Sheet on the rule and key
provisions include:
• Permanent expansion to telehealth for mental
health
• Extension of some telehealth services to Dec.
31, 2023
• Proposal to extend EPCS mandate to begin on
Jan. 1, 2023
• RFIs on health equity and how best to update
regulations on new certified product standards
Interested in joining our workgroup? Email us at
policy@chimecentral.org

ONC Releases TEFCA Timeline
ONC – in conjunction with the Sequioa Project – announced through a
blog post that the Trusted Exchange Framework and Common
Agreement (TEFCA) will be “live” in 2022.
CHIME public policy
remains active in the
TEFCA process and it
remains unclear when
provider organizations
would be able to
begin utilizing a TEFCA
network.

Executive Order on Competition
President Biden signed a hotly anticipated Executive
Order on Promoting Competition in the American
Economy
Key provisions related to healthcare include:
Drug Importation. The order directs the Food and Drug Hearing Aids. The order directs HHS to consider
Administration (FDA) to work with states and Tribes on a issuing proposed rules within 120 days regarding the sale
plan to import prescription drugs from Canada, pursuant of over-the-counter (OTC) hearing aids.
to the Medicare Modernization Act of 2003.
Hospital Mergers. The order emphasizes that hospital
Biosimilars. The order directs the Department of Health mergers can be harmful to patients, encouraging the
and Human Services (HHS) to increase support for
Department of Justice (DOJ) and FTC to review and
generic and biosimilar drugs.
revise hospital merger guidelines.
Drug Pricing. HHS is directed to issue a comprehensive Price Transparency & Surprise Billing. The order directs
plan within 45 days to combat high prescription drug
HHS to support existing hospital price transparency rules
prices and price gouging.
and to finish implementing federal legislation that
'Pay for Delay.' The order encourages the Federal Trade addresses surprise hospital billing.
Commission (FTC) to ban “pay for delay” and similar
Health Plans. The order directs HHS to standardize plan
agreements by way of a federal rulemaking.
options in the National Health Insurance Marketplace to
facilitate more comparison shopping.

CHIME CY22 IPPS Proposed Rule Comments
CHIME’s broad comments on the FY22 IPPS include:
1. CMS should work with providers to determine the correct timing and
manner to implement shifts in PI categories to ensure no provider
communities are excluded from being able to take advantage of the
optional or proposed required categories due to lack of access to
technology, capital or connectivity.
2. CHIME supports CMS’ efforts to reduce the reporting burden on the
provider by eliminating duplicative requirements and encourages
CMS to examine other programs to determine other duplicative
reporting requirements.
3. CHIME is supportive of efforts to determine health equity gaps and
close them, however, CMS must ensure providers who are unable to
comply with any new reporting requirements are not inappropriately
penalized, despite actively working to combat equity gaps in care.
4. Application programming interfaces (APIs) and the Fast Healthcare
Interoperability Resource (FHIR) are two technological innovations
CHIME is incredibly supportive of, but caution CMS and the broader
HHS community from embracing them as the only interoperability or
data exchange solution before the technology has reached proven
maturity.

Our next webinar:

Have Questions?
Reach out to us at policy@chimecentral.org

