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Agenda
• CHIME 21: Summer Forum

• Congressional Update

• Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs Committee (HSGAC) Cyber 
Hearing

• Senate Finance Telehealth Hearing

• What’s Next on Infrastructure

• Confirmation of CMS Administrator Chiquita Brooks-LaSure

• Federal Update

• Cyber Bulletins

• Admission, Discharge and Transfer

• FY22 Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS) Proposed Rule



Join us for our CHIME21 Summer Forum!

Registration is open for our Summer Forum taking place 
June 16-17th

Use code “ASSOCIATIONPARTNER2021” for $199 + additional team 
members at only $99/each

Direct code link here
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Congressional Update



Cybersecurity Hearing

• Title: Prevention, Response, and Recovery: 
Improving Federal Cybersecurity Post-
SolarWinds

• The hearing largely focused on the 
Solarwinds Orion compromise. 

• Given proximity to the event, the Colonial 
Pipeline attack was also discussed

• Witnesses Included:
• Brandon Wales – Acting Director, DHS CISA

• Ryan Higgins – CISO, U.S. Dept. of 
Commerce

• Janet Vogel – CISO, U.S. Dept. HHS

Chairman Gary Peters (D-MI)

Ranking Member Rob Portman 
(R-OH)
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HSGAC Advances Cyber Legislation to Floor

Bi-partisan legislation introduced by Sens. Peters (D-MI) and Portman 
(R-OH) passed Senate HSGAC with unanimous support. 

The legislation titled The Cyber Response and Recovery Act now moves 
to the Senate floor for full consideration, although there is no timetable 
yet for passage.

Key provisions of the legislation include: 
• If the National Cyber Director and Homeland Security Director determine 

there to be a significant incident one shall be declared.
• Once declared the Cybersecurity Infrastructure and Security Administration 

(CISA) gains access to a $20 million fund to provide response and recovery 
support to federal, state, local and tribal entities
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Telehealth Hearing
• Title: COVID-19 Health Care Flexibilities: 

Perspectives, Experiences, and Lessons Learned

• Witnesses included reps. from the U.S.
Government Accountability Office, American 
Academy of Family Physicians, Mount Sinai Health 
System, Marshfield Clinic and the Urban Institute

• No member argued against telehealth expansion; 
disagreements were limited to the degree

• Several members called for expanded telehealth 
for mental health and addiction services in 
particular

• Many members, including Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX), 
expressed support for continuing audio-only 
telehealth post-PHE. 

Chairman Ron Wyden (D-OR)

Ranking Member Mike Crapo (R-ID)

“Patients ought to have 
telehealth available as an 
option after seeing a 
provider for the first time.”

“The promise of telehealth is 
clear, but it is important that we 
gather evidence on its impact on 
access, quality and cost.”
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Next Steps on Infrastructure

With the House of Representatives controlling the 
power of the purse they will determine next steps on 
Infrastructure. 

Currently remains unclear what avenues they will 
pursue to achieve Administration’s infrastructure goals:

• For instance, will it be one large or several smaller bills?

President’s Budget proposal is expected to be released 
on May 27 and should shed additional light on this 
process

Healthcare infrastructure remains a priority target for 
CHIME



Nomination of Next CMS Administrator

Nomination of the next anticipated CMS 
Administrator Chiquita Brooks-LaSure was 
passed out of the Senate Finance Committee.

Due to the dollars handled by CMS, Finance 
controls their Administrator’s nomination as 
opposed to the HELP committee.

Despite a disagreement between the 
Administration and Sen. Cornyn (R-TX) the 
nomination is expected to pass the Senate 
any day now.



Federal Update



Timeline of Key 2021 Dates*

May 1

CMS Admission, 
Discharge, Transfer 

Deadline

April 5

Info. Blocking 
Compliance

May 6

HIPAA 
Comments 

Due

March 27

42 CFR Part 2 
Alignment Due

* Dates may shift as agencies respond to COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

Jan. 1, 2022

Payer-to-Payer
Exchange Deadline

Jan. 1, 2022

EPCS Deadline

July 1

Patients Access and 
Provider Directory API 

Enforcement Date

Jan. 1, 2021

Patients Access and 
Provider Directory API 

Effective Date

June 28

IPPS Comments 
Due



CISA Issues DarkSide Ransomware Alert

CISA issued an alert on the DarkSide
ransomware that targeted the Colonial Pipeline

It was widely reported Colonial paid the ransom 
during their attack, the federal government 
would remind you it does not advise paying the 
ransom in these situations.

The alert does not include indicators of 
compromise but does include steps and tactics 
to reduce a risk of compromise
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Executive Order on Cybersecurity

President Biden signed a hotly anticipated Executive 
Order on Improving the Nation’s Cybersecurity

Key provisions of the Executive Order include: 
• Removal of barriers to sharing threat information across 

agencies

• Modernizing the federal government cybersecurity

• Establishing a cyber safety review board

• Standardizing the federal government’s playbook for 
responding to vulnerabilities and incidents

• Raising the floor for products’ cybersecurity and creating 
an easy to read “nutrition label’ – two initiatives that may 
benefit the private sector
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Admission, Discharge and Transfer (ADT)

CMS issued guidance to state survey teams signaling the potential for 
survey and enforcement to begin for ADT requirements

• States have 30-days to communicate this guidance to required parties 
meaning earliest survey for enforcement could begin June 6, 2021

The following week CMS issued a series of FAQs for their 
Interoperability and Patient Access final rule that includes some FAQs 
for the ADT program, including: 

• What are the Conditions of Participation (CoPs) linked to ADT

• The privacy and consent related to ADT and patient rights
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ADT FAQ on Consent and Privacy



CMS FY22 Inpatient Prospective Payment 
System Proposed Rule
The FY21 CMS Inpatient Prospective Payment System (IPPS) proposed 
rule was released on May 10, 2021 

(somehow that was only 11 days ago)

Key provisions include: 
• Promoting Interoperability Updates for CY2022, including: 

• An new option to meet the Bi-Directional Exchange Measure

• Removing two of the three info blocking attestations

• Increasing the attestation period overtime

• An RFI on the best ways to collect and report race and ethnicity data
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IPPS: Bi-Directional Exchange Through HIE 
Proposed New Measure

Proposals to earn 40 points : 
• Participating in an HIE to enable secure, bi-directional exchange of 

information to occur for all unique patients admitted to or discharged from an 
eligible hospitals or CAH and all patient records stored or maintained in EHR

• Participating in an HIE that is capable of exchanging information across a 
broad network of unaffiliated exchange partners including those using 
disparate EHRs and not engaging in exclusionary behavior when determining 
exchange partners. 

• Using the functions of CEHRT to support bi-directional exchange with an HIE.



Have Questions?
Reach out to us at policy@chimecentral.org
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