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• Industry leading companies

• Inspiring content
• 1-to-1 curated matchmaking

• Creative networking
• Dynamic evening events

• Learn more here.

Congressional Update

Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal
• President Biden signed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal (H.R. 3684, the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act) on Monday. Now PL 117-58
• Senate: 69-30
• House: 228-206

• President Biden initially proposed spending $2.6 billion on physical
infrastructure
• Final price tag: $1.2 trillion ($550 billion in new spending)

• Two main components:
• A five-year surface transportation reauthorization to continue upon the expiration of the
previous authorization known as the FAST Act
• $550 billion in additional investment in infrastructure, generally intended to be
spent over five years, more than half of which will go towards transportation.

• $65 billion for broadband
• $42.45 billion in FY22 for Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program (NEW)
• Extends the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program

• Fact Sheet from
White House
• POTUS
Statement

Reconciliation Package (ie. Build Back Better Act)
•

$1.75 trillion (previously $3.5 trillion)

•

"The Build Back Better framework will set the U.S. on course to
meet our climate targets, create millions of good-paying jobs and
grow our economy from the bottom up and the middle out."

•

Rule for BBBA passed the House the same day as the Bipartisan
Infrastructure package

•

Full CBO score expected on Friday

•

Timing? House hopes to pass the bill on Thursday or Friday.
Senator Schumer wants it done by Christmas

•

If Senate makes ANY changes, House will need to vote a second
time

• Bill Text
• Section By Section
Summary
• House Budget
Committee
Document

National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
• Senator Schumer filed cloture on the motion to proceed to H.R.4350, the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022.
• The cloture vote was expected to occur at 10:00 am this morning, but will now
occur at a time to be determined

• Considered a "must pass" bill
• Bipartisan amendment filed by Sens. Peters, Portman, Warner and Collins to require
critical infrastructure owners and operators and civilian federal agencies to report to
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) if they experience a
cyber-attack, and most entities to report if they make a ransomware payment.
• House passed NDAA on Sept. 23

Cures 2.0
• Earlier this week Reps. Fred Upton (R-MI) and Diana DeGette (D-CO) formally introduced their
Cures 2.0 legislation
• Bill Text
• Section by Section Summary

• Aims to build upon progress made in 21st Century Cures Act

• CHIME submitted comments in July in response to an RFI. The Patient ID Now coalition
commented as well.
• Five Titles: I. Public Health II. Patients and Caregivers III. FDA IV. CMS V. Research
• Section 403 includes the Telehealth Modernization Act

• Timing? Unlikely to move until 2022

Government Funding
• Operating under a continuing resolution (CR) which is set to expire on Dec. 3 (16 days)

• Likely looking at another short-term CR, unless both sides can come to an agreement on the
12 annual appropriations bills
• Republicans have said that a number of policy riders will need to be put back in the bills for
them to agree on top line spending levels
• One option (favored by Republicans) is a yearlong CR
• Debt limit may need to be addressed in this bill—Treassury Secretary Janet Yellen estimates
that U.S. will reach its debt limit on Dec. 15
• Nov. 16 Letter to Congress

Federal Update

Timeline of Key 2021 Dates*
Patients Access and
Provider Directory API
Effective Date
Jan. 1, 2021

Patients Access and
HIPAA
Info. Blocking Comments Provider Directory API
Compliance
Enforcement Date
Due
April 5

March 27
42 CFR Part 2
Alignment Due

May 6

July 1

May 1
Sept. 13
June 28
CMS Admission, IPPS Comments PFS Comments
Due
Discharge, Transfer
Due
Deadline

* Dates may shift as agencies respond to COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

Payer-to-Payer
Exchange Deadline
Jan. 1, 2022

Jan. 1, 2023
EPCS Deadline

FBI Hack Alert

What To Do If You Received an Email
If you received the email from @ic.fbi.gov and are concerned your
system is compromised, contact your local FBI Field Office
• Find your local field office here: https://www.fbi.gov/contact-us/field-offices

Similarly, if you have concerns your system has suffered a breach
separate from this email incident, please review our list of free
government cybersecurity resources:
• Available Here

Physician Fee Schedule Final Rule
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) released the CY22
Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) Final Rule
• Rule Text available here

CHIME produced a toolkit summarizing the full 2022 Promoting
Interoperability Program changes and PFS changes.
• Toolkit available as a download here

CY22 PFS Key Telehealth Changes
• Expansion of the ability for providers to provide mental health
telehealth services on a permanent basis, including:
• Inclusion of the home as a sight of service
• Expansion of the ability to provide audio only services
• Ability for rural and FQHC providers to provide access

• Extension of timeline that temporary telehealth codes granted under
the public health emergency will be in place to no sooner than the
end of CY2023

CY22 PFS EPCS Changes
• Electronic Prescribing of Controlled Substances (EPCS) enforcement
timeline was extended to Jan. 1, 2023
• At this time the planned enforcement action for those who are not in
compliance with EPCS will be sent a letter stating their lack of
compliance

• Prescribers not eligible for an exemption are expected to prescribing
at least 70% of their prescriptions electronically

CY22 PFS MVP and PI Changes
MIPS Value Pathways (MVP)
• Several updates to the MVP program, most crucially is that the program will
remain voluntary at this time, with only one set of MVPs available for reporting

Promoting Interoperability (PI)
•
•
•
•

PDMP remains optional
Immunization Registry and Electronic Case Reporting Measures are mandatory
Completion of the High Priority Practices SAFER guide is mandatory
Two of the three information blocking attestations are being removed,
providers only need to attest to one statement

Dec. Policy & Politics Monthly Webinar
• Monday, Dec. 13th at 1 pm EDT
• Join the team for an end of the year policy wrap up!

• Please register here:
https://chimecentral.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_foGtPNB4RUGTsVoOaD
g2GA

Have Questions?
Reach out to us at policy@chimecentral.org

