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ViVE Public Policy Team Session
Appropriations Update
Prevent Pandemics Act
Trusted Exchange Framework and Common Agreement (TEFCA)

Going to ViVE? Make sure to attend our track
session on Monday, March 7 at 10 am!
Track 5: Public Policy Powerhouse – CHIME's Advocacy in Washington
Join CHIME’s prestigious Policy Steering Committee (PSC) and the CHIME
Public Policy team as they provide breaking news from Washington and a
bird’s-eye view of issues the PSC wrestles with weekly. During this powerhour, you’ll learn how to get involved with our advocacy efforts, hear the
latest happenings in Congress and the Executive Branch, and discover free
resources and tools available to you to make navigating federal laws and
policies easier!
Learn more at: viveevent.com

Congressional Update

Image Source: REUTERS/Kevin
Lamarque

Appropriations Update
• On Friday, President Biden signed a three-week continuing
resolution (CR) to continue to fund the government.
• This means that appropriators will have until Friday, March 11 to
complete their work on an omnibus spending package for FY 2022.
• Topline funding numbers have not been made publicly available
yet.
• CHIME continues to advocate for:
• a 2+ year extension of the current telehealth PHE flexibilities
(through Dec. 31, 2024) to be included in the deal.
• The funding ban on a unique patient identifier to remain out of
the bill

Stakeholder Letter

Prevent Pandemics Act—Murray/Burr
• Last month HELP Committee leadership released a bipartisan
discussion drafted called the Prevent Pandemics Act.
• Provisions in the bill focus on workforce issues, FDA approval
processes, and medical supply chains, among other policies.
• Stakeholder feedback on the draft was due Feb. 4.
• The package is expected to evolve as Chair Murray and
Ranking Member Burr continue engaging with their Senate
colleagues regarding additions to the bill.
• What’s Next? Chair Murray and Ranking Member Burr
announced that they plan to mark up the discussion draft "in
the coming weeks"

Resources:
Bill Text
Section-by-Section
Press Release

Prevent Pandemics Act
The draft bill includes titles on:
I - strengthening federal and state preparedness
II - improving public health preparedness and response capacity
III - accelerating research and countermeasure discovery
IV - modernizing and strengthening the supply chain for vital medical
products
V - enhancing development and combating shortages of medical
products

Prevent Pandemics Act—Section 213
Supporting public health data availability and access
• Amends public health data systems modernization provisions in current law by
directing the CDC Director to disseminate public health data standards within
two years to improve the exchange of public health data and reporting to public
health data systems
• Directs ONC to conduct a study on the use of electronic data standards to order
and report laboratory test results.
• Directs the Secretary to improve the access, exchange, and use of public health
data by updating existing, and entering into new, memoranda of understanding
or data use agreements with relevant federal agencies and other public and
private entities.
• Allows the Secretary to work with public health departments to improve the
availability of public health data, and information sharing between health departments,
CDC, and ASPR, including information from health care facilities.
• Authorizes a program to develop best practices to improve the quality and
completeness of the collection of demographic data to support public health responses

Prevent Pandemics Act
• CHIME asked the HELP Committee to address the following areas
that have widespread impact on the healthcare and public health
sector in the final bill:
• Cybersecurity: cyberattacks on healthcare providers have escalated in both
volume and sophistication during the COVID-19 pandemic.
• Telehealth: many of the current telehealth flexibilities are temporary and
limited to
the duration of the COVID-19 public health emergency.
• Care Continuum: barriers remain to information sharing across care settings

• CHIME Comments on HELP RFI

Federal Update

Trusted Exchange Framework and Common
Agreement Launch
• The Office of the National Coordinator for Health
Information Technology (ONC) with the
Recognized Coordinating Entity (RCE) – the
Sequoia Project – announced TEFCA was
officially launched
• The official launch means the RCE will begin
recruiting and onboarding Qualified Health
Information Networks (QHINs)
• Two documents were released as part of launch:
• Trusted Exchange Framework: Principles of Trusted
Exchange
• Common Agreement for Nationwide Health
Information Interoperability

Timeline for TEFCA Implementation

What are the Principles of Trusted Exchange?
The Trusted Exchange Framework (TEF): Principles for Trusted Exchange is a non-binding set of
foundational principles for trust policies and practices that can help facilitate exchange among
health information networks (HINs)
1. Standardization: HINs should prioritize federally recognized and industry recognized
technical standards, policies, best practices, and procedures;
2. Openness and Transparency: HINs should conduct activities openly and transparently,
wherever possible;
3. Cooperation and Non-Discrimination: HINs should collaborate with stakeholders across
the continuum of care to electronically exchange digital health information, even when
a stakeholder may be a business competitor;
4. Privacy, Security, and Safety: HINs should exchange digital health information in a
manner that supports privacy; ensures data confidentiality, integrity, and availability;
and promotes patient safety;
5. Access: HINs should ensure that individuals and their authorized caregivers have easy
access to their digital health information and understand how it has been used or
disclosed and HINs should comply with civil rights obligations on accessibility;
6. Equity: HINs should consider the impacts of interoperability on different populations
and throughout the lifecycle of the activity;
7. Public Health: HINs should support public health authorities and population-level use
cases to enable the development of a learning health system that improves the health
of the population and lowers the cost of care.

What is the Common Agreement
The Common Agreement for Nationwide Health Information
Interoperability is the conditions that an organization must agree to and
sign prior to being designated a Qualified Health Information Network
(QHIN). Prior to signing the Common Agreement all organizations will
need to have undergone the QHIN application process.
Key topics covered in the Common Agreement include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cybersecurity
Fees
Individual Access Services (IAS)
TEFCA Exchange Activities
TEFCA Governance

Additional Resources
• CHIME TEFCA v1 Overview Cheat Sheet
• Trusted Exchange Framework: Principles of Trusted
Exchange
• Common Agreement for Nationwide Health
Information Interoperability
• Qualified Health Information Network (QHIN) Technical
Framework (QTF)
• FHIR Roadmap for TEFCA Exchange
• RCE Developed TEFCA Resources

Learn More About TEFCA at ViVE

Have Questions?
Reach out to the team at policy@chimecentral.org

